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Independent Board to Police Members?

DioGuardi, Frank
Make Proposal,
Citing Skepticism

By John P, Gregg

Citing public skepticism over theability
of the House to police its own Members,
Reps. Joseph DioGuardi (R-NY) and Bar-
ney Frank (D-Mass) Thursday called for
the creation of an independent Public Re-
view Board and an Inspector General to
investigate atlcged wrongdoing by Mcem-
bers.

Both Congressmen emphasized that
their proposal wasn't meant as a criticism
of the House Committce on Standards of
Official Conduct, which currently has the
responsibility for such investigations, bul
was a response o the “perception that
Congressmen aren’t fulfilling their public
trust,” according 1 DioGuardi. .

Noting the “collegial, closely knit” na-
turc of Congress, DioGuardi said his pro-
posal was not a political issuc bul “a qucs-
tion of process.... 1t is ditficult o eapeet
Members 10 change their roles radically
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At a press conference Thursday, Reps. Juseph DioGuardi (left) and Barney
Frank explain their plan for a Public Review Board and an Inspector General.

The proposal calls for aboard with three  former Members, relatives of Members or
members appointed by the Speuker of the  staff, or lobbyists. The Inspector General,
House and three by the Minority Leader, who would conduct random audits of
subject 10 approvild of the full House. House sccounts as well as investigations on
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and become judges of their peers,” he said,

Board members could not be curcent or
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New Ethics Board Would Attack Perception Tha
Congress Isn’t ‘Fulfilling Public Trust,

Continued from page )
behall of the board, would be appoinied
jointly by the Speaker and Minority Leader.
The bouard would have full subpocna
power for its inquirics and could launch a
probe on its own initiative, at the request of
a Mcmber, or after an outside sequest for a
probe was refuscd by at least one Member.
The cumrent cthics cominiliee operates
under similar guidelines.
Recommendations of the Review Board
and the Inspector General would stll be
brought 1o the House floor by a revised

cthics commitiee, said Frank, who called
the legislation “an cffort to reconcile re-
quircments of the Constilution with the
inherent conllict that comes with judging
your fricnds — or cniemics.”

The Constitution mandates thatonly the
Housc can punish or expel its Members.,

A former accountant who observed the
effectiveness of outside pecr review boards
in the accounting ficld, DioGuardi said he
had worked on the reform package [or cight
months, Board members and the Inspecior
General would be compensated, but norate

was scl. DioGuardi suggested Paui
Volcker, former chainman of the Federal
Reserve, and Felix Rohatyn, a New York
financicr, as proiotype members for the
Review Board,

Evenif aboard is sct up, DioGuardi said
the House ethics commitiee would still
provide “delerminations” for Members and
stalf conceming funding of trips, hono-
raria, and other questions regarding House
rules. The cthics panct could argue for or
against sanctions proposed by the board but
could not change recommendations.

’Backers Say

While Frank and DioGuardi conceded
that they wese just starting o promote their
resolution among -their colleagues, they
predicted a “groundswell of support” and
possible action next spring.

The House Administration and Rules
Committces would probably examine the
proposal il it has support in (he House.

‘The House formed the Commitiee on
Siandards of Official Conduct in 1967 fol-
lowing a conlroversial move to exclude
Rep, Adam Clayton Powell Jr. (D-NY)
from Congress.



